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"A Brief and Impartial Narrative 
OF THE : 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Court of Seſſions 
BRISTOL 


AGAINST 


Ichabod Chauncy, Phy ſitian in that City : 
TO WEN 


| Conviftion on the Statute of the 35th Eliz. on the 9th. 


of April, and to his Abjuration of all the Kings Do- 
minions for : "ak Aung. 15. 1684. 
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Prov. 27. 4. W. yath is cruel, and Anger 7s 0atyagions » but who can 
ſtand defore Envy ? 


Pſal. 9.9. The Lord will be a Refuge fes the Oppreſſea, a Refure in 
| times of Trouble. 
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© Innocence Vindicated, &*. : 


41 Hough-the Law under which I ſuffer, be by tar the 

'Þ +, i molt ſevere of any in;England, that Reſpects Reli- 
..;gious-matters,. ( yea far beyond any that concerns 
- the Papi/ts as ſuch) yet had not I judged that there 
had. been. open. Violence offered to feveral plain 


h Sratutes in the Management of my. Proſecution, and*bringing 


me, anfer preſent Cixcumſtances;-.ard all other Ways and At- 
tempts for-Redreſs to.my .preſent-Grieyances, rendred utter- 


1y -ineffeQual through the reſtleſs Solicytations, and falſe, Re- 


preſentations. of my. implacable- ( though cauſc leſs) Adver- 
fries. | I had ſaved hoth-my Self and the World the trouble of 
this preſent Narrative-. . But now having-no other way left to 
Vindicate my.ſelf ; 'F-hat the, World: may. paſs. a right. Judg- 
ment both of my-Perſon and Sufferings;, I am fain to, give a 
plain Account, both of the one, and of the other; and leave 
them to judgz of both:: Hoping alſo, that hereby. his Majeſty 
may take, Occaſion to ſee how much many of his-Snbjects are 
abuſed and oppreſſed, . by the ;malicious, Proſecutions of ſome 
inferiour. Officers, who proſecute Penal Laws. upon them ra- 
ther to ſatisfie their own. Luſts, and perſonal Revenge, then 
for any true-Zzal they bave either to Juſtice or Loyalty,. - And 
when they have Oppreſſed any. by illegal Proceedings, leaſt *. 
their unjuſt Practices ſhould: be deteted, and they ſuffer ſhame 
for.the.ſame ; ( being afraid;to.be brought tothe. Light, -leaſt 
their Deeds ſhould be Reproved 5; The next Deſign is, by Ca- 
lummies.and falſe Infinuations, to.Render the Perſons of thoſe 
whom they haye injured; as Kavgeronh 0 the-Government; pp 
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_.__ only fit tobe deſtroyed ; yea to Obſtrudt and Obviateall poſſi-- 
ble Attemprs, that their Oppreſſed Adverſaries cati make for - 


cheir juſt Vindication ;.waich they do by fruſtratipg,their.En- 


3270urs1n ſeeking Juſtice by Appeals, ticher by Way-laying 


them.in all their ſteps, and fo hindring thejr Acc:$-ynto 3 '6r 

- by Pre-occupying the minds of thof& with Prejndices egninſt 
them; who only are capable to Vindicate, or do them Right, 
Theſe having been the M:thods of my chiefeſt Adyerſaries ; 
firſt, by cendring, my, Perſon, Vile and Contemptible, 28d then 
as Dangerons ad Dife#xted to the Governments And next, 


by putting a fair Gloſs upon their own Proceedingz againſt me, . 


and Obviating all my Applications for a Relief, by Writ of 
Error and Self-vindication, 1 am. forced in a oy of Self-De- 
fence to undertzke 2 donblework; Firſt; to give the World: 
an Account.of my Perſon and Principles 3 and theh, of the Be= 
ginning as well as Progreſs of my pteſent Perſecution. | 


As to my <civil Profeſſion," I am a'Phyſician; - was born'of Pi-- 


ous and,Generous Parents, of. Competent Eſtate; was bred' 
a Schollar from my Childhood, ahd { through the Boynty of 


the Almighty ) was never dfiven to the Straits of taking upon ; 


. Me the mean Employment ofa Drummer ;/ (as fomeof my Ad-- 
verfaries have often ſcornfully and againſt Knowledge Re- 
proached me) I have-been a Maſter of Arts almoſt this thirty. 
yeats, have been a Licentiate of Is Colledge of Phyſitians in: 
Lon2on,, well towards twenty years ; have praQtifed Phyſick in 

Briſtol with conſiderable Succeſs and general Acceptation, neat: 
this eighteen-years ;/ dare Chalienge the worſt of mine Adver- 
ſaries, to- fay, and prove it, wherein I have all this while- 

; Aited any thing that looks Diſloyal to the King :- Yea; I Ac- 
count it my Duty, to be ſubject to the Higher Powers, and be-- 
lieve that whoſoever reſiſteth the Powers reſiſteth the Ordi-. 
mnce-of God, and ſhall receive-nnto themſelyes Damnation : - 
and that this Sobjetion among ' Chriſtians ſhould not be only 
for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake : And as matter of Duty, 
and a thing that is good and acceptable in the fight of God ; I 

do dayly heartily pray for the Kings Perfon,. and for all that 

"are in Authority, under him 3; and therefore profeſs my ſelf an 

open Eftemy tg any Plots'or Attempts againſt the Kings'Per- 
ſon and Government ; 'andasa Teſttmony of my Loyalty,'am - 
1s ready as any of my Adverfarics, to give all reafonable Aﬀi- 
ER, T | ; Tance - 
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rance of my Fidelity to the Government, by taking the uſual 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy. And let them alfo, if 
they can, teſtify againſt me of any Injuſtice or Unmercifalneis 
toward my Nceignbour,. or Inſobriety and Intemperance to- 
wards my ſelf. . . 

And as for my Religion, I own my ſelf a Proteſtant ; and for 
my Faith, do believe all':he Dofrinal Principles Contsir<d in 
the Articles of the Church of England; and as for Worſhip, 
have, Accomocated the ſime ( as near as 1 could -} to the Rule. 
of Gods Word, and the beſt Examples of Primitive Saints ; . 
and wherein I have ia any thing differeds from the publick in- 
Nituted'way of Worſhip, have always laboured to mahage my - 
If, with the Jealt Offence im#ginable, towatds thoſe from . 
whom Lhave Diſfented ; a70iding all Cenfortoutneſs of others . 


differing from me. 

_ If theſe things be otherwiſe, 1 dare [ay with Fob, Chap. 31. . 
35, 36»37. L#* my. Adverſary write #t in a Back, ©11d (if he - 
can ) pro%ethe contrary, &'c, _ haps . 

Hz 59 my preſent Sy lag, in Order to a dne Underſtand-- 
ing thereof, ?cis needful to Reflect upoti the Cauſe and Occa- 


- ſion, as well as the manner of managing thereof : The internal : 


moving'eaufe thereof; Ltake to be an implacable Prejudice for 
med in the mind of-Mr. Ro#:ſey our Town-clark of. Briftol, a= - 
gainſt me; occaſioned chiefly after this following manner, if I ; 
miſtake not, (though he. had declared before that, ſome Pre- 
jadice againſt me. Soon after the breaking. out of the late - 


- Phot, it became a common Diſcourſe, that. all the Kings-Head : 


Club in-Loxdox, were concetncd in it; 3nd that the Horſe-ſhoos 
Club in Bri#ol ( ſo called, becauſe during the- time of the laſt- 


- Flection- of Parliament-men , ſeveral Citizens intendiog to : 


chuſe Sir Robert Atkins and Sir Jonathan Knight Senjot, Partia-. 
ment menfor that City, did frequently Afiemble there, about 


' that Aﬀair ) werea Branch of the ſame ;z and that all the ſaid 


Club ſhould be Indidted, and divers of them ſent for vp to the - 
Councel- Table; in-order to which,diye; $ were convened. before - 
our Jultices, to be examined about it, among which 1 was one , 
when 1 came before them , among other things they queſtioned 


" me, what Perſons uſed to meet there ? Sceing Mr. Romſey Sit= 
" ing by, .( and writing Lettersas I judged about that matter ) 


Tnamed him for one, who.met ( though not in the ſane place 
Ty | we yet). 
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yet )"2t the Mare-maid Tavern, ' with the ſame Perſons, about 


the ſame ching, .and was as Zealousfor Sir Roberr. Arkins as a- 


» 


| fore hedeparted the Room. EE age Soha 
- I Nominated him for one, becauſe I thought it hard and un- 
reaſonable, that he ſhould be a means to bring ſo many ſcores, 


ny of them; this is notoriouſly known, and he confeſſed 'it be- | 


if not Hundreds,in trouble, ( meerly for his own ACCEIAge 2 . 


in a matter. wherein he was equally concerned with them, 
knew. them all innocent >. upon this he was greatly diſpleaſed 


with me, as ſuppoſing this Diſcovery might threaten his place 
at that: Jupfore ox time z though I told the Juſtices, that 1 . 


knew of no nnlawful Aa committed by the ſaid Club, neither 
did charge him with any. Howbeit, ever ſince this, he enter- 
"tained animplacable Prejudice'againſt me, and” threatned to 
divers, that he would ſpeedily either caſt me in a. Goal, or 


make me-fly: the Country. C This I ſuppeſe he will not deny. ) - 


In purſuance whereof, though ſtood indidted two years be- 
fore on the ſame 35th of Eliz. by him, yet the very next Quar- 
ter-Seſlions» prefers. two more heayy- inditments againſt me, 


at one and the ſame time, cither.of them. enoughto ruine me ; 


The -one.upon the Statute” of Eliz: 23." for twenty, pound a 
* Month for eleyen_ Months: "The other on the 35th E1;z.'on 
which laſt, for want of any later Crime, .he' chargeth me for 
one Committed above four years before the Indittment. - And 
having got the Bills found by the Grand Jury, ſo earneſtly was 
he bent upon their Proſecution, that he exacts of me Recogni- 
Zances more than double to what was required of others in the 
like Caſe, -v:z. 200 /.. tocach of mine; whereas another in- 
dicted on the 35th. of Eliz. was bound but in $0 /.--- But be- 
cauſe my.chief concern lies with this-laſt -IndiQtment, which 
threatens my Eſtate, Liberty, and Life, *tis moſt reaſonable 
ſhould be moſt concerned about the Managerent thereof '#- 
gainſt me- But ?tis not fit for meto judge, (as beirg too par- 
rial inmy.own Cayſe ) I had rather therefore, that thoſe whoſe 
part it is, would undertake It on my behalf. But before 2n; 
true Judgment can. paſs for, or againſt me, ?ris needfuF the In- 
ditment ſhovid be produced, which runs after this manner. 
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Conitat. Ci- T- HE FTurors for Our Led the King; do nyon 
vit. Briltot: their Oath preſent, That one Ichabod Chaun- 
cy, late of the City of Briſtol, inthe County of the ſaid C:ty, Phy- 


Þ ſitian ; Who on thethird Day of Auguſt, 7 the Thirty firſt Tear 


ES bd 


of the Raign of Our Soveraegn Lord Charles the Second ; by the 
Grace of God, cf England, Scotland, France and Ireland Kins; 
&c. Being of the Age of Sixteen Tears and upwards, did Objti- 
uately, willingly,and without any Reaſonable E auſe,refuſe accedere 
( Anglice to. Repair ) to any Church, Chapp:l, or uſual Place of 
Common-Prayers, to hear Divine Service , now Eftabliſhed by ths 
Laws and Statutes of this Realm of England. And as before, from 
the foreſaid third Day of Auguſt, in the Thirty fir#t Year afore- 
ſaid, Obſtinately, Voluntarily, and without any Reaſonable Cauſe, 
Abſtained from Hearing Divine Serviee in any Church, Chappel, 
or Uſual Place of Common- Prayer ;, unto the fourteenth Day of 
September, in the Year before-mentioned, viz. by the Space of 
one Month and more, thence next following. ud the aforeſaid 
Farors upon their Oaths aforeſaid, do further ſay, that the afore- 
ſaid Ichabod Chauncy, the ſame fourteenth Day of September, 
4,4 the Qne and Thirtieth Tear aforeſaid, in the Precinits of the 
Caſtle, within the ſaid City and County of Briſtol, #n_a certain 
"Houſe, was there of himſelf preſent, at an Unlawful Aſſembly, 
-Conventicle or Convention ;, #nder Colour and Pretence of the Ex- 
erciſe of Religion,againſt the Form of the Statute, in ſuch Caſe made 
and Provided. And afſo, againſt the Peace of Our Soveraign 
Lord the King, &C. | 
Whether this Indictment be faulty or not in point of Law- 
"tis not proper for me'('who am' the Party : concerned, and no, 
Lawyer) todetermine ; but PlI tell the Reader, that the-day, 
before my Tryal, *tewas the judgment of a cunning. Lawyer , - 
_ pleaded earneſtly againſt me upon'it the next day) the 
rſt letters of whoſe name is Mr-7. H. that ?cwas ſoillegal and 
faulty, that *twas not worth a F--- and that they could not 
touch an hairof. my head by it, and- that *twas not 'worth: a 
Fee to be quit of ſuch an Inditment ;-thus he expreſſed him- 
ſelf. That which to me ſeems hard in the management there- 
of, IS» | AH} HEN GIE 
Firſt, That notwithſtanding ?*twas. by my Councel panled, | 
| £ 


75 | 


- that Juſtices in Seſſions had no Power or Authority to inquire 
' Info» 'and judge upon Crimes relating to that. Statutes: which - 

- . Plea was according to the Sentiments of many; if not moſt of 

the ableſt Lawyers in Englans.; yea, and of one of the Lear- 

. ned Counſel which pleaded againſt me, who but the Seſffions be- 


fore did with/great ſtrength of Law and Reaſon plead againſt 


. the*Juriſdiction of that Court, totry a Gentleman'in the very 
ſame Circumſtances, and that Mr. Yzncent either was actually, 
: or like to be diſcharged by Writ of Error vpon the Plea, viz. 

That he wasTryed Coram nonFudice (4.e.by Juitices of thePeace 


| 


in Sefſions;) that yet they would proceed to aſſume that Power 


. to themſelves, though to/make me the firſt example which hath 
' been 1n'Zgland upon this Statute for many years: and when 
my Counſel told them of how--ill conſequerce it might be for 
: them to procerd,incafe upon a review it ſhould prove,that they 
had not Authority ſo.to do ;; this they were told was to Hcettor 
[the -Conrt. * 4 
Secondly, That notwithſtanding the Statute (urged-by. my + 


' Counſel) of Ez. 31. chap. 5, Paragr. 5- where cis iexpreſly 


{aids That nd Indiltment ſhall lye npon any Penal Starure beyond 
fo years, but of it be laid for a Crime beyond, it ſhaft be void and 
-6f none «ffett ;, any Statue to the:contrary notwithſtanding : ' Ard 
my Indictment appears to'belaid; for Crimes more-.then four 


years backwards before thelndifment,)yeranuſt itbeallow- 


'edfor L2gab:' ©: th AEEDA. | USLTYAACTY 3 

- Thirdly, That whereas the Inditment chargeth me, that 
. -obſtinately and willingly 1 refuſed to come. to-ſome Church or 
'Chappel to hear Divine Service (wherein doubtleſs the Streſs 
of the Att.lyes) for 2 bare abſtinence-for 'four weeks another 


_ punbthes bat-at four ſhillings ;-and)beingataConvemicle, 


atfive ſhiltings;orten ar the moſt i; | but theſepunithes theſe two 
put together with knpriforment; loſs of thic whole Eftate,, and 
perpetual Baniſhmenvor Death) therefore doubtleſs lyes the 
chief-of: the Crime apon vbſtinrate refufinp+o come to/Church ; 
'chis wy» Connſel told them neceflarily fappefed ſome legal 
>Ptemonirion, viz. either by theyOrdinary : or- Parſon of the 
-Patiſh,"&c.: but mo ſuchthing was attempted t& be proved a- 
painſt me, and yet 1 muft:be Zoond guilty of the: whole! In- 
.dittment. es 2 
Fourthly;: Theydid morcbyer:idmitiof:{b-lipht a proof "w 
: | tne 


a 


THE 


BREE. 

- the Conventicle,.(which was one Efſential Branch of the jn- 

. diment, ) in this weighty caſe, as would ſcarce have been 

- admiited by a conſidering Juſtice of the Peace, to impoſe on 

| the Offender the Penalty of Five Shillings, viz. One Perſon 

- ſwears that he came into a certain houſe in the Caſtle where a 

- Sermon was. Preaching. and that I was there preſent 3 (where- 

as theConventicleActt expreſly requires two Witneſſes to ſwear . 
the FaCt, if it be proved that way) and what is this to proye 

' an nnlawful Afembly, contrary to the Liturgy of the Church 

| of England, to prove which as he ought, he ſhould haye been 

there from the beginning, and then he might have ſwore there 

- was no Common-Prayer, ; - 

* , Fifthly, Thongh*twas abjected by Counſel, that I had been 

: Puniſhed before for this Offence, (which was proved by a Co- 
py of the Record produced in open Court, which ſhewed that 

| Lhad been puniſhed Ten Pound for this Conventicle, and the 

 Tawn-clark alſo owned in open Court, that he had drawn this 

' Indiament by that Record) yet exprelly-coatrary to that clauſe 

; of the 22, Carol; Seeundi Cap. 1, Por. 14. which ſaith, That any 

| Perſon. whe ſhall be puniſhed for any Offence by wertue of this Act, 
(ball not be puniſhed for the ſame Offence, by vertne of any other Aft 
or "Law whatſoever ;, yet notwithſtanding this Plea added to 

- all the former-in favour of my. Cauſe, the Jury according. to 

- the inſtruRions given them by. Mr. Town-cla-k, bring,,me in _ 

/ guilty, whereupon Iam 1mmediately ſentenced: to Goal till :/ 

-  Conformiry, 'and making. this: fokhowing ſubmiſſion in the 
| Church or open Court, v:z. That + | | 


' 17 A,B, Do humbly confeſs and acchyewledge; that I have grie- 
/ vouſly offended God, 11 contemning his AMajefties goaly. and {awful 
: Government and Authority, by abſenting my ſelf from C hurch, and 
' fram bearing Divine Service, contrary to the Godly Lays and Sta- 
: tutes.of this Realm, and in uſing and frequenting diſordered and 
: unlawfal Conventicles aud Aſſemblies, under colour and pretence of 
+ exerciſe ef Religion; and 1 am heartily ſorry for the ſame, and do 
'; achnowleds and teſtify in-my Conſcience, that no other perſon bath 
| or ought to have any power or authority over his. Majeſty. And 7 
- do promije and proteſt, without any dsjſunulation, or any colour and 
| means of any diſpenſation, that from henceforth, { will from time 
| to:time.ovey and perform his Majeſties Laws and Statutes, in re- 
6 | B paring 


4 8 ) 
-, 


Wh ERP , 
pariring to the Church, and in h:aring Divine Service, and 


o 


my u' moſt endeavour ts martian ara defend the Jayne: v1 


" Neither doth the Wrath of mine Adverſaries ceaſe at my | 


impriſonment,” but' follows me Nil, to bring me within the 
reach of the utmoſt Severity andPenalty of the faid Law.: (viz. 
the loſs of my whole Eſtate/and'Abjuration at the'end of three 
Months ) Whereupon within thethree Months, viz. the 16h: 


Day of Fune 3 | was by the Juſtices twice in'one” Day Summo- 


ned to Conform, and to make the above recited Submiſſion, |. 
And to make, this pinch the cloſer upon me, my chief Ad- 
verſary ( being all this while in London ): is uſing his utmoſt 
endeavours; 10 Obviate all Attempts made by my Friends, both 
in'Reference to a Pardon, or Writ of Error. And fo, fearful 
is he leaſt a Wrir of Error ſhould be obtained, and thereby his: 
Acts of Injuſtice he expoſed re the World, that when he un- 
deriſtood that through a juſt Report of my Cauſe, made by Mr. 
Attorney General to the King and' Councel, a Writ was like" to 
be granted ©: He takes a Coach on purpoſe; and-rides away to: 
Hampton Court, where the Covncel was that dayrto fit j'and 
deſiring to be called in whentthe Report.of my Cauſe was made, 
by Milſ-repreſenting my Perſon'and Cavſe, procured a ſtop 
to be put to the Writ of Error. ----- Sometime? after this, He 
returns for Br:#tcl, where he boaſts of his-great Succeſs in hin- 


dring my Writ of Error ;-fi 4d nm Lips now he had meat his: 
1 : 


Mercy 'and that Imuſt* come vp tothis Terms, or be'vndone. 


Therefore ſends me word,” that except I would ſubſcribe to'a x 


Petition, acknowledging that I had been legally Convicted, 


there was no pardon or Writ of Error to be procured : ut in _ 
Caſe I would do that, he would nor ObſtruCt but promote it. 
_ =» ThibTrefuſed rodo, as-judging that;/ſeveral illegalities had + 
beenaCted in Proceedings againſt 'me. * At fength, about the ' 


$:4'of this inſtant Auguſt,” 'a good'friend of mine came unex- 
ſpectedly to Town, who coming 'to vine me in Newgate, and 
Commiſerating my Condition, refolved' to diſconrſe Mr. 
Town Clark about me, which he' accordingly did. The Town 


Clark aftet much Diſcourſe, arid'many Complaints, told him 
what kind offers he made me,.and that I was ſo ſtout, I would . 
nor Peticion the King ; my Friend told him, he did dare to © 


| Ingage for the contrary, and undertook to draw a Petition 


which © 


*# 


do 


(9) 


- | which both of us ſhould like, which accordingly he did, and }. * 

_. delivered ir to the Town Clark, who with his own Pen altered 
| ſeveral things, by Addition and Subſtraftion. Agreeing, that 
if aPetition according to this model were conſented to, then he 
: would prefer the ſaid Petition, either to proctre a Pardon, or 

> a WritofErcor. I conſented to the ſame, ap cauſed ir to be 

,, newdrawn and prepared for him, when my Friend went out of 
Town, the own Clark promiſed all Aid and Diſpatch, accor- 

- dingrto theſe Terms: The Perſon who new drew the Petition 

' acquainted him that the Petion was drawn ; which Petition 
was as follows; 5431 


[a oh the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


| The Humble Petition of [habod Chaun:y Phylitian, 
. Priſoner 1n the Priſon, of Newgate, in Your Maje- 
ſties City and County. of Briztol. |, 


— we JS WF V7 Þ 


..Moſt-Humbly Shewerh, IP 
T#? it at a Seſſions held for the ſaid City and County, on the 9th 
Day of April laſt paſt; Your Petitioner was Co, v Fed upon 
+ Fhe Statute made the 35thof Eliz. Entitul.d, An Aftto retain 
" } Her Majeſties Subjects in their due Obedience. That your Pe- 
. 4 titioner is aduiſed, thit th:Court of Seſſions has 10 Juriſdiftion in. Theſe. two 
* that Cauſe. And alſo, that the Fi ourht to be drawn in Qxe- Clauſes he 
| ſtion within two years 3, which in this Caſe ws net for the ſpace of added 
-'N fonr Tears and more. But not withſtanding your Petitioner 1s Im with oY 
' Priſoned, and is tyable to abjure Tour Majtfties Realms and Do- ON INIY 
* minions, and loſe his R*al ind Perſonal Eftate unleſs he Conferm 
.2to0 the Lytnrgy of the Coutch of England © That Tour Petitioner - 
bats endeavozred to ſatisfie himſelf in ſuch Conformity, yet cannot , 
: But hath always in all other matters behaved himſelf as a Loyal 
\ Subj tc Tour Majeſty , and (hall always fo do, if Tour Majeſty 
will be pl-aſed to extend Your Grace to him, ſo as to continue him 
Tour Subjett. \2 ct h 
- That Your Pqtutioner bath always been, and us ready togive Aſſu- 
irance of his Fidehiry to y-ur Majeſty and Government, by taking 
ithe Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and u wiling tolcave by 
Mrs B 2 Habitation 


% þ 


, Utiog., In the firſt place, I call God to win » 1 never had any malice as». 


Cas.) - 


He requi-, :7,þ;t ation in the ſaid City-of Briſtol; if that be Your Majeſties | 


red theſe 
Terms be- Fleaſw i {1 ow _ Woking | ; 
fore he © *- Your Petitioner mf Humbly prays, That your Majeſty would be ÞFa 


—_— gratiouſly pleaſed either to grant Tour AMajeſties gratious Pardan, ' 
Aſſiſtance 97 to grve leave that your Petitioner may bring @ Writ of Error to . o 


which I; Reverſe the ſaid Proceedings againFt bim. 


thought'2. dt bes os 4 

better to! | And Your Petitioner ( asin Duty | 
yield unto, ] bound ) ſhall ever Pray, &c. |: ©! 
then to lye Fr | ; L: 
in a nalty 7 EE ; Fa 
Goal. When he heard the Petition was ready, he ſeemed to demur, FI 


and to ſignify that ſomething elſe muſt be done by me, before },. 
he coutd prefer or promote it z and accordingly, the next Day 47s 


> 


ſends me this following Letter. Pet 
Dottor Channcy, | q*h 


| T have of late been deſired by ſome friends of yours, to be hind in.. gr 
ag ror aſiſting nl. Inlargement ;, but not without 4 ſting in the Tayl, as 15 
wh before if my malice to you, had been the ſingle reaſon of your Confine- , gn 
a\ſented to. ment, without any.ſence of your Offtnce to the Law-in that particu: | vx 
my Loyal- /ar, or the fair Tryal and other legal Preceedings that you bad. for | th 
ty aſſerted ;;, or any reluttancy for your br daring, and CO of he | 
in my Pe- ,vernours of this City, 4s often as you were called before thens : ive 


® 


He hal gaznſt you, nor had 1 any motive ſo conſiderable to induce me to : 
now for- 7 Your Proſecution (that is the ſhare Thad in it ) but the Apprehens \ 
obo of ſion that your Inclinations were devoted againſt, and your Intereſt y - 
:nftrument Yery dangerous to the Kings Intereſt here ,, beſides thoſe many Ar- F 
to help guments, 1 have of your ] renee prejudice againſt me for the © f 
him into ſake of my Office ; «nd endeavors to ſupplant me even inthax, ; 
= Office. This 1 don't lay to your charge, - But if you will do any thing to tho 
or 96h give ſatisfaRiomof* your behaviour for the future to the Kings Ser- | $ 
vice-; 1willbe ſofar from oppoſing your inlargement, that I will ds © 


been often 


* en>ughre= What you never bad Religion nor | Jann nature enough to think on » L. 


mpg which, 1 will uſe my ſmall endeavour to promote it. 
Ce. bis, : 
 Tonr Servant 


f | | "He - > 2 John Romſey. 


(11) 


| One that reads this Letter, and knows not the Gentleman, 
;, - would injagine him a perſon intirely devoted to his Majeſties 
: Intereſt, as if that were the Pole-Star by which he ſayles in 
'the management of all:his aftions. _ How fincere he may be in 
; his affections to it, Pll not undertake to cenſure ; but I believe 
'very many (aad thoſe nor Diſſenters)) do queſtion his jadge- 
; ment in Proſecuting thereof, as judging that diſcouraging the 
, chief Traders of this City, by ſevere Proſecutions, on Penal 
1 Laws, too heavy Fines and Impriſonments, whereby ſome are 
_ forted to quit the City ; and others to withdraw themſelves 
re | from Trade, that they may live retiredly , are very unintel- 
k : ligible methods to promote the ſame. Whether by this means the 
T "Trade of this ſometime flouriſhing City hath got been greatly 
; abated, to his Majeſties great detriment, needs no other proof 
\ .then comparing the Kings Cuſtoms in this Port ſince theſe 
_ xthings began,viith what they were before : Which, if I am not 
m. greatly misinformed fall ſhort ſome years 200001. per Anuzum 
45 ; of what they were before; [I yerily believe did thisGentleman 
= , find dy this management of Aﬀairs, his own Intereſt did ſuffer 
#- \ proportionably,he would ſoon change his meaſures. But theſe 
Gr | things bring Griſts to his Mill. | 
he | Well as totheLetter the perſon to whom he ſent it, to con- 
z-: ;vey it tome, WLIteS Me word after this manner. 
as . | | | 
nf} ST Re 4-7 Ew 
f ! A4f+,Townclark hah fent the encloſed, and expebts.your anſwer, 
. & perceive if he like not yourranſwer, hel hinder your Pardon and. 
he Writ of Error. Go pe” 
i; | Whereupon-I ſent him: the: following Anſwer, which I 
ro Thought as modeſt as the matter would bear. 
y- x S 1 R, k 
% ; That any of my Friends have been uſing endeavours for my In-. 
Jargement, 1 eſteem as matter of great obligation, they proceeding 
eb:efly from their own good will towards me ;, what expreſſions they 
#/ed, ( as of Malixe fern the ſing1s Reaſon of Proceedings againſt 
31) 1 know not, neither bad they; any; ſuch: Advice from me, but 
If they ſaid that there was more than a little mixture of Pre judice- 
therein, [ belicve they are not ſingle in their Sentiments, , and whe- 


ne ther, 


2 


20.) ME 


He requi- r7,L;+ ation in the ſaid City-of Briſtol, if that be Tour Majeſties 


red theſe 
Terms be- *{*aſwre. 


fore he © - Your Petitioner mf Humbly prays, That your Majeſty would be | 


O__ gratiouſly pleaſed either to grant Your Azeſties gratious Pardon, 
Afiſtance 97 to give leave that your Petitioner may bring a Writ of Error to 


which I | Reverſe the ſaid Proceedings againFt bim. 


thought | 
better to | | And Your Petitioner ( asin Duty | 
yield unto, - bound ) ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
then to he | | 
hop ? When he heard the Petition was ready, he ſeemed to demur, 
and to ſignify that ſomething elſe muſt be done by me, before 
he could prefer or promote it ; and accordingly, the next Day 
ſends me this following Letter. | | 
Doctor Chauncy, ' = | {2 
te have of late been deſired by ſome friends of yours, ty be kind in 


aſiſting your Inlargement ;," but not without a ſting in the Tayl, as 
eng if my malice to you, had been the ſingle reaſon of your Confine= 
aſſented to- ment, without any.ſence of your Offence to the Law in that particu- 
my Loyal- lar, or the fair Tryal and other x Proceedings that you bad. for 


ty aſſerted ;; yy any reluttancy for your often daring, and pms of the + 


in my Pe- 
tition, 


Governours of thus City, as often 4s you were called before they: 


now for= your Proſecution (that is the ſhare Thad in it ) but the Apprehene 


got that .- ſion that your Tnclinations were devoted againſt, and your Intereſt ' 


+: cada very dangerous to the Kings Intereſt here ,, beſides thoſe many 'Ar- 
to help uments, 1 have of your particular prejudice againſt me for the 
him into ſake of my Office ; 4nd endeavornrs to ſupplant me even inthag, 
his Office. This 1 don't lay to your charge, - But if you will do any thing to 
1p —_—_ give ſatisfaRionofl your behaviour for the future to the K mgs Ser 
been often 'Y#ce-: 1 will be ſo far from oppoſing your inlargement, that I'will ds 
* enough re=' What you never had Religion nor good nature enough to think on, 
proached which#, 1 111 uſe my ſmall endeavour to promote it. oh 
Ce. ; A 
F x Tonr Servant 


John Romſey, vo 
One 


ed eo aMR ww w AY ,y0 HERO} OS OO 4 = —_- 


In the firſt place, I call God to witneſs, 1 never had any malice a» 
He had guinſt you; nor had I any motive ſo conſiderable to induce me to * 


es © 


(11) 


One that reads this Letter, and knows not the! Gentleman, 


would injagine him a perſon intirely devoted to his Majeſties 
Intereſt, as if that were the Pole- Star by which he ſayles in 
- the management of all his aftions. _ How ſincere he may be in 


- his affections to it, Pl not undertake to cenſure ; but I believe 


very many (aad thoſe nor Diſlenters) do queſtion his judge- 
ment. in Proſecuting thereof, as judging that diſcouraging the 


' chief Traders of this City, by ſevere Proſecutions, on Penal 


Laws, too heavy Fines and Impriſonments, whereby ſome are 


| forced to quit the City z and others to withdraw themſelves 
from Trade, that they may live retiredly ; are very unintel- 


ligible methods to promote the ſame. Whether by this means the 


 Tradeof: this ſometime flouriſhing City hath got been greatly 


abated, to his Majeſties great detriment, needs no other proof 
then comparing the Kings Cuſtoms in this Port ſince theſe 
things began,with what they were before : Which, if 1 am not 


-- greatly misinformed fall ſhoxt ſome years 200001. per Anuum 


of what they were before; I yerily believe did: thisGentleman 
find dy this management of Aﬀairs, his own Intereſt did ſuffer 


' proportionably,he would ſoonchange his meaſures. But theſe 


| vey it to me, writes me word after this manner. 


things bring Grifts rohis Mil. | : 
Well as to the Letter the perſon to whom he ſent it, to con- 


| 


SIR, | | OG -- 
Atr.Townclark hazh fent the encloſed, and expebts.your anſwer, 


| P'percerve if he like not your-anſwer, hel hinder your Pardon and. 


= 


Writ of Error. . 
Whereupon -I ſent him. the: following Anſwer, which I 


thought as modeſt as the matter would bear. 
S1 R, | 


That any of my Friends have been uſing endeavours for my In- 
largement, 1 eſteem as matter of great obligation, they proceeding 
chiefly from their own good will towards me; what expreſſions they 
uſed, ( as of Malice heing\ the ſingle Reaſon of Prom lines againſt 
me) 1 know not, neither bad they; any ſuch- Advice from me ;, but 


. if they ſaid that there was more than a little mixture of Prejudice: 
» therein, { belicve they are. not ſingle an their Sentiments 5 and whe 


_ He kenw 
nothing to 
alledge, 
when he 
agreed to 
the Peti- 
tion. 


Fher divers Paſſages in the MY ne. my Proſecution gave 


not Suſpicion of ſuch a thing, # leave you'to judge But your call 


' God ro Witneſs of the contrary , therefore all Arguments of that 


fort, muſt variſh my often defyance and daring Carriage towards 
the Governeurs of this City, whenſorver called before them, (where- 
with you charge me ) hath been obſerva ( for ought T know ) by 
rope but your ſelf. How fair 'my Tryal was, and how" Legal the 
Proceedings againſt me have been, s fitter for more indifferene Pey+ 
ſont to juage, then extther Mr. Rumſeys or my felf. And there- 
fore 1.defired a Writ of Error, which ( 1 am told ) yiu Obſtrg- 
ded. Tour Apprehenſions that my Inclnatgus were detotid 4- 
gainſt, and my 1ntereſt dangerous to the Kings Imereſt beke, were 
altogether groundlefs ;; for neither word or decd of mine bave wer 
feenified any ſuch enclinations ;; if they bzve > alledge them againſt 
me: . - Tour Apprehenſions of my prejuaice againſt you for the ſake 
of your Office, are as groundlefs as the former , whatever I ſaid gr 
did (which you judge was with a deſign to ſupplarit yomy was to 
your face, and pi or gc po erue in my hearing, As 
"gee ur ee wheres yoltxpetF 1 foul give ſatisfett ion, of 
mh beb avjour for the futire ,T know not what you mean by it ; you 
know in my Petion, 1 detlare-my ſelf ready to Fake the Oxths of Al- 
legiarce and Supremacy, which I think are the highiſt 35, wir” of 
fidelity any bone3t man canlay himfelf under , and as little Re- 
ligion;as I may be hats. to have,when once I have taken them, ſhall 
look p91 my ſelf more bound thereby, then by all pecuniary obligati- 
ons. Sr, if yout hink fit ( pon eur own Propoſals ) to prefer the 
Petition to which you agreed, and to uſe your 'untereſt rowarAy.in- 
biroement, you may be ſure it ſhall be. thank filly acknowledged. by. 


LOW TWILL BN Tout Friend apt Servanro1 il! / 
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"their own ſence. For upon my Tryal, when my Counſel oh- 
jected that-my;laditment, was void, as being laid for-a Crime 
*conmitted above four years before, whereas the Statute of El:2.- . 
: 31, ſaith, That no Indiftment upon any Penal Statute ſhall be of. 
' force that calls in quetion a Fatt beyond two years] *Twas then 
* anſwered, that that Law did extend only to thoſe Penal Sta- 
+ tutes which did impoſe Pecuniary Puniſhments ligctted te. the. 
| King,. and not. Corporal Puniſhments :: Now if. they made me _ 


abjure, I ſhould then forfeit my Eſtate by the fame Indictment ; - 


- contrary to the Law in their own ſenſe. 


: juration, Lought to have been Summoned thereto by a Juſtice 
| of the Peace, which yer I had not been. 


Secondly, According to this Statute of the 35th, before ab- _ 


Thirdly, That they had Convicted me as as a Recuſant, and _ 
the ſame Statute ſaith, That no Popiſh Recnſant ſhould be required 
to abjure byvertue of that AF ;, they replyed that I was not Con- 
victed as a Popiſh Recuſanc. I told them 1 thought that if they 


- did not find in any. Statute. mention of Proteſtant Recuſants, 
+ then it muſt be ſuppoſed that ( Coram Lege) all: Reciſants 


py 


' were Popiſh, But all theſe Pleas being over-ruled, I was forced 


' toabjure. The Juſtices appointed me within three 'Months -to x ,_ PI 
: depart from the Port of Br:iftol. fire to a= 


Now having abjured, one. would think the Penalties I had fizn me 


already ſuſtained, viz, the loſs '6f a very conſiderable Praftice, Londoe 


"I" > 
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cighteen weeks cloſe Impriſonmenk, the forfeirure of my whole 7 Har- 
Eſtate both perſonal and real, Bamſhment from all the Kings nes _ 
Dominions for ever might have ſux Y 


feited the moſt exalted ma- @q 1th 


: Iice 3 but as though the Law on which 7 am Proſecuted had 
' not been ſevere enough, before 7 depart the Kingdom,” / muſt 
: be further ſtigmarized by a kind of Remonftrance preferred to 


* the GrandJury at our General. Goal Delivery, which was a- 


bout five days after my abjuration 3 The Paper our.T. Cl. pre- 
{ents to the Grand Jury, contained ſuch. black Characters and. 
high Charges againſt me, that-they abſolutely refuſed to ſyb= 


- ſcribe it- Upon which refuſal many hard words of diſpleaſure 


* pad from him to the Grand Jury. Whereupon they were. 
deſired to. draw up ſuch a Paper as they would ſubſcribe, con- 
- cerning me z and accordinglyzto gratify his umportunity, they, . 


: praduced this following Declaration. /, 


We 
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We whoſe Names aye hereunto Subſcribed, being the Grand 3s- 


rors for the Body of the City and County of Briſtol,” 5n the Court of ©. 


Oyer and Terminer, and General Goal-Delivery, holden the 20th 


of Auguſt, 1684. Do inthe Names as well of Our Selves, as of - 


all His Majeſties Faithful and, Loyal Subjefts within this City, re- 
turn Ohr moſt Hearty Thanks to this Court, and all others concern- 
ed inthe Proſecution againFt Ichabod Chauncy, ( tate of this Ci- 
ty) upon the Statute of 35. Eliz. for that to Our Knowledge dnrin 

the time of his abode inthys City, ( which bath been for ſome Year 
be hath been a great Zealgt for.the Faltions Party, and by Reaſon 
of his Employment of Prattifing Phyſick,, We have Reaſar to be- 
lieve that he hath bad very Advantagions Sucteſs, in gaining to 


-1their Cauſe, and Cheriſhing in it, very great' Numbers of Profe- 
 >Iytes. \\He was their Champion to fight ont the Battels of that Par- - 
* þIy, whenſoever it came in Queſtion before Orr Magiſtrates.;, by 
; t of them the Charafter of a ſtogt Com- 
: batart, yet by the Magiitrates of the City, he was ſtill Rtputed a 

- ſawcy Criminal. And this hath ot only induced them and ui, but | 
may alſo every one that may come to the Knowleage of it., to be of © 
tbe ſame mind, when they coxfider that he hath not only impudence © 


eo. menace the deliberate, juſt, and temperate Procerdings of this 
Conrt, with a Libel; But alſo, to part | Gm it with an Impreca- 
tion againſt it, And We do therefore .. 

ro all the World, That it is Our Opinion, that the Proceedings a= 


gainſt Him, to the Abjuration of the Realm, was not only fair FR 4 


all the Particulars thereof, but of abſolute neceſſity, for the quiet 


and peaceable Government of this City, and for His Miajeſtics 7. 
SerVICE. | 


The plain Deſign of which in general, is partly to help. Dun 
out of the, Mire,, by juſtifying the Town-clark in all his Pro- 
cecdings againſt me ; to load the with a Charge of ſuch heavy 
Crimes, as may daſh any Hopes of a Pardon,. and blaft my Re- 


eclaye.to.this Court , and 
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putation for the future, whereſoever I may go' hereafter. "1 


Wherefore, I think all men would count me'very unjuſt to my 


ſelf, ſhould I not endeavour t6 wipe,of thoſe grievous Scandals, : 


which this Remonſtrance hath unjuſtly, caſt” upon me; which 


if ot Anſwered, will for the future deſtroy my Credit, and 
PE". | ſo 


C 
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: 1 | Firſt they ſiy Ear if the” Naties a of Our  dkvic 
i= af of all Hl, Majeſties Fubthf; at. ans 47 Sbjets »ith- 
-  mthaCity,WererwwORr mo pr op to thisConrr, 
A a2 all Hl oe "conberntd i the Pro ecut ion againſt. Ich. 
$ bot Charſacy; upon the' Statute of 35 Eliz. ]. There 
_ ar6 1600 ( belides3 Diſſenters' þ in Briitol (andabout 
,- it) that will neither contur | | with: you » Hor clrank 
ro £ your for your Thinks, © || 
(2 : For ther to Our Rnowl dg! 32 hath bein - roy ON 
r- lotifor the Pattious Party, M- no new thing to have 
by the dell EG _ Ds Regs TT, 
nw _ "Wekave Reaſon to belles eaſon of his Employa' 
£ mobt, hehath Hwa 7 ode ATEOWE ; Steſh Empl ? 
of | fo rhbir Caaſe; 7 'veril Fe there is not gne Dil- 
'ce - {enter. the' tote for men Blind.” CUaleG my ſe- 
his | vere Proſecution have ' made 7 Roa | (8 her can 
4 | they nameviie* CE, rity” ers: of Proſe- . 
1nd | No, whic they "ſh habe Cha: 2 cheriſhed ) 
4 7 that I ever ſolicited t {Neg he Church... | 
oy M: © Hor: their Champios to fie i out. the Battels of that 
vl : Party, wphen/oever mt came in Qin Que {tho bes Oar. Magie 


© ſhruves, 3) 1 was never: befor hs, Ma on of that 


' Ciryz bottwwhen: totee8'40 10 My OW 

Jon : Cauſe; etceþt Utite"t9 'Vir es ife, Who, was:: 
'r0- Snear hvelofthe Clock inthe FAIRE ona Sabbath - 
avy WDay, taken-up*in- the'Streets, and ſent. to-Bridewel 37 
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BY : {1B bas, to: Fen ok 1s with & an _ ageinf 
=  #.] The Words wherewith I parted from the Court * | 
; wels theſe: 'Mr. Towg-clark,: you haye now had a full | | 
it ſtroak at 'me; all the harm 1 wiſh: ;you, is, that God | 
| may not have asfy Il'a ftrodk, at you Living or Dying. 7 
| Tf this be an Imprecation, let. the, World judge... Me- 
chinks ſome one in the; Grand Jury, ſhould have * 
knownthz juſt difference between Deprecation, and: 
an' Imprecation. | : 3 
ear ainf# it. ] The words were by name direQed to- | 
þ the Towlark,; and 1 never & ught (till Bow.) that | 
jt | the Tiwiriclurt had been the Court. : 
We Declare therefore, That "tis Our Opinion, that the o 
Proceedings a ainſt bim, to the Abjuration of the Realm, |; 
w4s ot only fair in all the Particulars of it } Sure now | 
the Town-clark w I copfirmed in his Opinion, that | 
ther&is'no need'o Tit-of Error, ſince he hath the ? 
Opinion of the a” ury in Favour of all his'Pre- | - 
coedings. 'But who belides him, did ever value the 7. 
Opinion of Grand Juries, in matters of Law?  - |} 
Bus of abſolute OR for, i the quiet ang peaceable' Go- 4 


rect Fo FOE he. Any whit altered from 
what'he- Ke formerly png 1 How came the City 
to” be ipeaceably C Jvernied while: he was in it near 
eighteen years together. | ALod | 
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And for bis Majeſties Service, ] His Majeſty is only 
then ſerved, when his juſt Laws are Executed, and 
not when His Subjetsby Arbitrary Proceedings of his 
Miniſters are Oppreſſed. i; 
| F 87 

Thus TI have given a true and impartial; Account, 
of my preſent Caſe: The main Defign whereof, is 
- - not to caſt any undue RefleCtions on the Law, or the 
> King andhis Government; but toinform the World, 

! that I am not the Turbulent, diſaffeted, and diſloyal 
2 Perſon, which my Adverſaries have Repreſented me 
tobe; and that my Cauſe was not managed with ſo 


; * much Evidence and Impartiallity, but that there was 
2 and is ajuſt ground for me to expeCt ( as a matter of 


p right ) @& Writ of Error. But if after all this, I 
ſhall ſtill be denyed from men, either wilfully , or 


© ? through Prejudice and Miſinformation , that which 
” 2 Fyudgeto be my Right, Pll commit my Cauſe to Him 
- } that Judgeth Righteouſly. 


